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A major reconfiguration of the Commission occurred during the 21st Congress and General Assembly 

of the IUCr, 23. – 31. August 2008 at Osaka, Japan, as several members had reached the end of their term 
and had to be replaced, and as some consultants expressed their wish to discontinue with their service. The 
new composition of CIMS has been approved by the IUCr; it can be found on the IUCr website 
(http://www.iucr.org/iucr/commissions/cims.html). Every effort has been made to make the repartition of 
the members and consultants of CIMS as equilibrated as possible with respect to sex, geographical location 
and scientific interests. The new chair of CIMS is Wulf Depmeier (Kiel); the past chair, Giovanni Ferraris, is 
ex officio consultant. Consultant Massimo Nespolo has agreed to continue as consultant and webmaster of 
the Commission’s website http://www.crystallography.fr/cims/. The IUCr Congress saw several activities 
of members or consultants of CIMS (http://www.iucr.org/iucr/cong/iucr-xxi) : Pam Thomas was member 
of the Programme Committee, Tim White gave a keynote lecture, Lynne McCusker, Sue-Lein Wang, 
Giovanni Ferraris, John Parise, Dhananjai Pandey, and Wulf Depmeier served as chairs or co-chairs at 
various opportunities.  

During the congress two poster prizes for mineralogical crystallography (sponsored by EMU and 
restricted to young scientists up to 35-year old) and for inorganic crystallography (sponsored by Zeitschrift 
für Kristallographie) were awarded. 

During the General Assembly a new “Commission on Crystallography in Art and Cultural Heritage” 
was approved with Wulf Depmeier and Massimo Nespolo as consultants. 

Apart from the IUCr congress, and occasional other meetings, the members and consultants of the 
Commission communicated mostly via email, or by using the website. 

 
 
CIMS was involved in the following meetings, held in 2008: 
 
- VI. International Symposium “Mineralogical Museums”, 17.-20.6.2008 in St. Petersburg, Russia. The 
meeting was jointly organized by St. Petersburg State University, Russia, and Kiel University, Germany. 
CIMS chair W. Depmeier was chairman of the Symposium. (http://www.mineral.pu.ru/conf). 
- II. International Workshop on “Layered Materials: Structure and Properties” (Vercelli, Italy, 28-29 March 
2008, http://www.layeredmaterials.mfn.unipmn.it/). G. Ferraris was member of the Organizing Committee, W. 
Depmeier, G. Ferraris and D. Pandey members of the Scientific Committee, J. Rocha invited speaker. An 
outcome of this workshop is a special issue (5/2009) of the “Zeitschrift für Kristallographie” on “Layered 
Materials” (Guest editor: G. Ferraris). 

 
CIMS has supported the application for financial support by IUCr of the following meetings planned to be 
held in 2009: 
 
- International Conference on Neutron and X-ray Scattering 2009 (ICNX2009), 29.6. – 1.7.2009 in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malyasia (http://www.icnx2009.net/) 
- EMU - School on “Advances in the Characterization of Industrial Minerals”, 14.–18.7.2009, Chania, 
Greece. (http://www.univie.ac.at/Mineralogie/EMU_School_2009/welcome.htm). CIMS member Herta 
Effenberger is secretary of EMU (European Mineralogical Union). It is intended to further the cooperation 
between EMU and CIMS. 
- Symposium on “Crystallography of inorganic materials at high pressure” at AIRAPT2009, the International 
Conference on High Pressure Science and Technology, 26.-31.7.2009, Odaiba, Tokyo, Japan 
(http://www.prime-intl.co.jp/airapt22/). The symposium was proposed by commission member Takaya 
Nagai who is also convener of the symposium. CIMS consultant J. B. Parise is invited speaker. 
- ICCOSS XIX “International Conference on the Chemistry of the Organic Solid State”, 14. – 19. 6.2009 in 
Sestri Levante, Italy. Despite its name the conference was considered to provide sufficient overlap with the 
genuine interests of CIMS to justify support. 
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Some additional personal achievements: 
 
Herta Effenberger: Keynote Lecture at the Joint Seminar of the Australasian Mineral Societies ("Structural 
aspects of copper minerals"; Tasmania, Nov. 3-7, 2009). Representative of EMU in the Managing Committee 
of the European Journal of Mineralogy. 
 
Dhananjai Pandey has been appointed co-editor of Zeitschrift für Kristallographie. 
 
Olga Yakubovich: Chair in the organization of a microsymposium “Minerals as treasury for advanced 
materials” for the future ECM25 in Istanbul. 
 
Giovanni Ferraris: Paperback edition of Ferraris, G., Makovicky, E., Merlino, S. (2008). Crystallography of 
Modular Materials. IUCr/Oxford University Press. 
 
Dmitry Pushcharovsky: Elected Academician of the Russian Academy of Science. 
 
Ray Withers is also consultant of the Commission on Aperiodic Crystals, CAC. CIMS and CAC jointly 
organized a Microsymposium on Modulated Structures as part of the Osaka IUCr meeting. 
 
In terms of promoting Inorganic and Mineral crystallography while a consultant, Chris Cahill has lectured in 
the UK (Cardiff, Sheffield, Cambridge, Belfast), Ireland (Dublin) and Germany (Karlsruhe, Stuttgart and 
Siegen) while on sabbatical as a Fulbright Scholar. He is also a member of the US National Committee on 
Crystallography. 
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