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 Members and consultants of CIMS discussed various issues via email. Other forms of communication 

were given by other occasional meetings or conferences or by using the website. The latter is kindly maintained 

by M. Nespolo (http://www.crystallography.fr/cims/). 

 The Commission on Structural Crystallography, CSC, of IUCr and CIMS maintained their links. P. 

Mercier is now the liaison person representing CSC in CIMS and vice versa. 

 CIMS also maintains strong links with the new Commission on NMR Crystallography & Related 

Methods, of IUCr. J. Rocha is the liaison person and also consultant for that Commission. 

 P. Mercier continues to act as liaison officer of CIMS with IUCr Newsletter.  

 

 Strong links exist between CIMS and the European Crystallographic Association: O. Yakubovich (CIMS 

member) was member of the executive committee; the secretary of the Special Interest Group SIG-05 is O. 

Siidra, the Chairman S. Krivovichev (CIMS consultant) and F. Hatert Vice-Chairman (CIMS member) (ECA - 

SIG5, http://sig5.ecanews.org/). 

 There are very good relationships between CIMS and the European Mineralogical Union (EMU, 

http://eurominunion.org/); R. Oberti (EMU past-president) is member of CIMS and also Commissioning editor 

of the EMU Notes in Mineralogy and co-editor of the volume “The contribution of Mineralogy to cultural 

heritage” to be printed in 2017. The volume "Mineralogical crystallography", co-edited by J. Majzlan, Sergey 

Krivovichev (CIMS consultant) and J. Plasil, will also be published in 2017. 

 M. Nespolo is book review editor for the IUCr journals. 

 G. Ferraris was co-editor of an issue of Rendiconti Lincei (to be published by Springer in 2017) 

containing some of the lectures delivered at the meeting “Mineral phases and synthetic analogues in Earth and 

materials science” at the Accademia dei Lincei, Rome, June 13-14, 2016. 

 C. Ling is the Vice President of the Society of Crystallographers in Australia and New Zealand (SCANZ) 

and the Secretary of the Asia-Oceania Neutron Scattering Association (AONSA). 

 P. Mercier is Chair of the Canadian National Committee for Crystallography since August 2015. 

 R. Oberti is Chair of the Committee on the participation of CNR (Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche) to 

IUCr. 

 Sergey Krivovichev served as president of the IMA in 2015-2016. 

 

End of Office 

 

Several members came to end of office; the Chair, J. Rocha, will also terminate office at the coming 2017 IUCr 

Congress: 

Members Terminating Office – Tim J. White (Singapore), Olga V. Yakubovich (Russia); 
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New Chair approved by the majority of CIMS members, to be recommended to EC and GA – Patrick Mercier 

(Canada, former member); 

New Members recommended by CIMS to EC and GA – Massimo Nespolo (France, previous consultant), 

Volker Kahlenberg (Austria). 

 

CIMS was involved in the following meetings held in 2016: 

 

- C. Ling was a member of the Organising Committee for Crystal-30 (http://crystal30.com), the 30th meeting of 

the Society of Crystallographers in Australia and New Zealand, held in Hobart, Australia, from March 29 - April 

1, 2016. 

- G. Ferraris organized the international meeting “Mineral phases and synthetic analogues in Earth and materials 

science” at the Accademia dei Lincei, Rome, June 13-14, 2016, and João Rocha delivered one of the 12 invited 

lectures. 

- R. Oberti was member of the scientific committee of the 2nd European Mineralogical Conference, held in 

Rimini, 11-15 September 2016, http://emc2016.socminpet.it/. Sergey Krivovichev was also a member of the 

scientific committee. 28 scientific sessions discussed cutting-edge aspects of mineral sciences, and 

structure-based approaches played a major role. One of the 6 plenary lectures was delivered by Karen Appel 

(European XFEL Hamburg) and was dedicated to the exciting perspectives provided to Earth sciences, and in 

particular to the study of mineral reactions, by XFEL techniques. The 2016 school of the Associazione Italiana 

di Cristallografia, "Polymorphism, stability and phase transitions in crystals: theory, experiments, applications" 

(with international audience and lecturers) was held as a satellite meeting (Rimini, 7-11 September) and 

received support by IUCr (via CIMS sponsorship). 

- J. Rocha was on the Organizing Committee of the 5th SMARTER 5 meeting in Bayreuth, for the first time a 

satellite meeting of the (30th) Meeting of the European Crystallographic Association. 

(http://www.smarter5.uni-bayreuth.de/de/index.html). This event is now promoted jointly by CIMS and the 

Commission on NMR Crystallography & Related Methods. 

- O. Yakubovich was an invited speaker at the VII Russian school for young scientists "Experimental 

Mineralogy, Petrology and Geochemistry" (Chernogolovka, Russia, 20-21 October, 2016). She also gave an oral 

presentation at the 1st Russian crystallographic congress (Moscow, Russia, 21-26 November, 2016). 

 

CIMS has been involved in the organization of the following meetings: 

 

- CIMS has been involved in the preparation of the 2017 IUCr Hyderabad congress. In particular, CIMS 

Members and Consultant are Chairing the microsymposia: (i) MS 7 “Topology and symmetry of modular 

structures” (I. Pignatelli, S. V. Krivovichev); (ii) MS 52 “Minerals/gems in industrial applications” (P. Mercier). 

M. Nespolo will give the Key Note “Crystal rationale for the formation of twinned crystals”. 

- P. Mercier is a member of the Programme Committee for the 2017 IUCr Crystallographic Computing School 

to be held on 15 – 20 August 2017, in Bangalore, India. 

- R. Oberti is Member of the scientific committee of the 2017 EMU school “Mineral fibers: crystal-chemistry, 

chemical physical properties, biological interactions and toxicity” to be held in Modena, 19-23 June 2017. 

http://emu2017.unimore.it. Among the different aspects relevant to the topic, lessons and tutorials will also 



 3 

discuss both the present knowledge on the relations between structure, surface properties and activity of mineral 

fibers and the advantages and limits of the most suitable experimental methods, among which crystallography 

and spectroscopies. The school received support by IUCr after CIMS sponsorship. 

 

CIMS supported the application for funding by IUCr of the following meetings to be held in 2017: 

 

- Workshop ‘Mineral fibres: crystal chemistry, chemical-physical properties, biological interaction and toxicity’, 

to be held on 17 to 21 June 2017 in Modena, Italy. 

- Workshop ‘First Pan African Meeting on Crystallography’, to be held at Dschang, Cameroon, from the 6th to 

the 11th of October 2016. 

 

24 March 2017. 

 

 
Prof. João Rocha 

(Chair of CIMS) 

 


